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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 11, 12, 19-23, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dillon, Iir069 (US Patent 5,515,069). Dillon, lll'069 teaches an apparatus 
for relieving eyestrain and fatigue including a computer display (col. 2, lines 61-62); a 
first, second, and third light source (fixtures) that are moveably mounted on a frame 
(mount) which is mounted by a support to a video display terminal (display device) (col. 

2. line 62-66); and a power source (dimmer) that provides energy to the light sources at 
chosen intervals (col. 2, lines 64-65). 

3. Referring to claim 21, Dillon, Iir069 teaches an apparatus for relieving eyestrain 
and fatigue including telescoping arms with a first and second light source (col. 3, lines 
31-33). 

4. Referring to claim 22, Dillon, Iir069 teaches an apparatus for relieving eyestrain 
and fatigue including hinges in frame permitting the dimensions of the array to be 
changed (col. 3, lines 13-15) 

5. Referring to claim 23 Dillon, Iir069 teaches an apparatus for relieving eyestrain 
and fatigue including a power source (dimmer) that provides energy to the light sources 
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at predetermined intervals (responsive to a signal input) in a selected sequence (preset 
intensity combination) (col. 2, lines 64-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-6 13-18, 25, and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dillon, Iir069. Dillon, Iir069 teaches an apparatus for relieving 
eyestrain and fatigue including a computer display (col. 2, lines 61-62); a first, second, 
and third light source (fixtures) comprising an incandescent light source or light emitting 
diodes (col. 4, lines 11-15) available in a plurality of colors (col. 3, lines 11-13) that are 
moveably mounted on a frame (mount) which is mounted by a support to a video 
display terminal (display device) (col. 2, line 62-66); and a power source (dimmer) that 
provides energy to the light sources at chosen intervals (col. 2, lines 64-65); a first, 
second, and third light source comprising an incandescent light source or light emitting 
diodes (col. 4, lines 11-15) available in a plurality of colors (col. 3, lines 1 1-13); 
telescoping arms with a first and second light source (col. 3, lines 31-33); hinges in 
frame pennitting the dimensions of the array to be changed (col. 3, lines 13-15); and a 
power source (dimmer) that provides energy to the light sources at a predetermined 
intervals (responsive to a signal input) in a selected sequence (preset intensity 
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combination) (col. 2, lines 64-65) but does not expressly teach a blue light source. 
Dillon, Iir069 however teaches that the user can choose/vary colors for the light source 
(col. 3, lines, 11-13) of any color. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to choose the appropriate light source colors including those set 
forth in the claims, since Dillon, Iir069 teaches that colored sources may be chosen and 
it was within the skill level of the art to choose colors to maintain user interest. 

8. With regards to claims 6, 18, 25, and 30, Dillon, Iir069 teaches an apparatus for 
relieving eyestrain and fatigue including a first, second, and third light source comprising 
incandescent light source or light emitting diodes (LEDs) (col. 4, lines 11-15) but does 
not expressly teach a fluorescent light source. A fluorescent light source however, is an 
alternate equivalent to an incandescent light source or LEDs. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
substitute a fluorescent light source for an incandescent light source or LEDs since it 
has generally been held to be within the skill level of the art to substitute alternate 
equivalent expedients. 

9. Furthermore, referring to claims 25 and 30, it is well known in the art at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art of the usages of light 
shades to dim a light source (shades configured to shade light sources). 

10. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dillon, Iir069 in view of "Improving visual comfort at a computer workstation" by Dr. 
Jeffrey R. Anshel, January 1999 (herein Ansher99). Dillon, Iir069 teaches an 
apparatus for relieving eyestrain and fatigue including a computer display (col. 2, lines 
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61-62); a first, second, and third light source (fixtures) comprising an incandescent light 
source or light emitting diodes (col. 4, lines 11-15) available in a plurality of colors (col. 
3, lines 1 1-13) that are moveably mounted on a frame (mount) which is mounted by a 
support to a video display terminal (display device) (col. 2, line 62-66); a power source 
(dimmer) that provides energy to the light sources at chosen intervals (responsive to a 
signal input) (col. 2, lines 64-65) in a selected sequence (preset intensity combination) 
(col. 2, lines 64-65); telescoping amns with a first and second light source (col. 3, lines 
31-33); hinges in frame permitting the dimensions of the array to be changed (col. 3, 
lines 13-15); and furthermore, Dillon, 111*069 teaches that the user can choose/vary 
colors for the light source (col. 3, lines, 11-13) of any color. It would have been obvious 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to choose the appropriate light source colors 
including those set forth in the claims, since Dillon, Iir069 teaches that colored sources 
may be chosen and it was within the skill level of the art to choose colors to maintain 
user interest; but Dillon, Iir069 does not expressly teach adjusting an intensity of the 
white light source in accordance with a type of medical image displayed, and adjusting 
an adjusting an intensity of the blue light source in accordance with the type of medical 
image displayed. In the same field of endeavor, Ansher99 teaches to match the screen 
brightness and general background brightness of the room (page 3, paragraph 2). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify the apparatus for relieving eyestrain and fatigue as taught 
by Dillon, Iir069 to incorporate the teachings of Ansher99 by adjusting the first, second, 
and third light sources to match the appropriate screen brightness and general 
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background brightness since such a modification would reduce the eye fatigue of the 
display device user. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Dillon, 111*069 teaches an apparatus for relieving eyestrain and fatigue including 
a computer display (col. 2, lines 61-62); a first, second, and third light source (fixtures) 
that are moveably mounted on a frame (mount) which is mounted by a support to a 
video display terminal (display device) (col. 2, line 62-66); and a power source (dimmer) 
that provides energy to the light sources at chosen intervals (col. 2, lines 64-65); a first, 
second, and third light source comprising an incandescent light source or light emitting 
diodes (col. 4, lines 11-15) available in a plurality of colors (col. 3, lines 11-13); 
telescoping arms with a first and second light source (col. 3, lines 31-33); hinges in 
frame permitting the dimensions of the array to be changed (col. 3, lines 13-15); and a 
power source (dimmer) that provides energy to the light sources at a predetermined 
intervals (responsive to a signal input) in a selected sequence (preset intensity 
combination) (col. 2, lines 64-65). However, none of the prior art teaches or suggests, 
either alone or in combinafion, displaying a medical image on the display device 
comprising a computer to control the display device; utilizing the computer to 
communicate a signal indicative of the type of medical image displayed on the display 
device to the dimmer; utilizing the indicative signal to select a preset white light intensity 
and a preset blue light intensity; and wherein the dimmer comprises a computer 
interface. 
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12. Claims 10, 24, and 32 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Relevant references that also read on the disclosed invention 
include: Hewitt et al. (US Patent 6.147,752); Fateh et al. (US Patent 6,076.928); and 
"Computer Vision Syndrome and Computer Glasses", 
www.mdsupport.org/librarv/cvs.html , October 30, 2002. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theodore C. Shih whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7234. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on (571) 272-4940. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^^^^^ 



Conclusion 




